Extension
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Silver Leaf
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4 \ Silver leaf is a disease that can cause
issues on a wide range of deciduous
trees (the kinds that lose their leaves in
the fall). The disease is very important
in apple, pear, and cherry orchards,
where it can cause yield losses.

The silver leaf fungus enters a tree
through wounds like pruning cuts. The
fungus eventually forms purple to
maroon conks (shelf-like masses) that
make spores (like tiny, fungal seeds)
that can infect other trees.

The silver leaf fungus makes a
chemical that moves into the tree’s
leaves. This chemical causes the
outer leaf cells to separate from the
rest of the leaf, trapping a pocket of air.
This gives leaves a silvery color.
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Once trees have silver leaf, there is no
cure. You should cut down trees with
the disease. To prevent trees from
getting the disease, only prune in the
winter when it is below freezing or in
\_ / the summer when it is hot and dry.
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