Extension
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Corn Smut

Brian Hudelson, UW-Madison Plant Pathology

4 k "\ Many plant diseases look alike, but

corn smut is so weird that you can just
look at it and know exactly what it is.
Watch for swollen, grayish-white blobs
on ears of corn that later turn to brown-
black powder. That’s corn smut.

Farmers who grow sweet corn really
hate corn smut and don’t want to see it
in their corn fields. If the powder
(called spores) of the corn smut fungus
gets mixed with corn when it's canned,
it makes the corn taste funny. Yuck!

Sweet Corn

Farmers can’'t cure plants that have
corn smut. Instead, they have to think
ahead and grow types of sweet corn
that don’t get infected by the corn smut
fungus. These special types of corn
are called “resistant varieties”.

Some people like the corn smut
fungus. It is related to the mushrooms
that you buy in the grocery store.
Young, fleshy (not powdery!) corn smut
is called huitlacoche, and you can eat
it! It is often used in Mexican cooking.
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