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When plants get sick, fungi are most 
often the cause.  Mushrooms that we 
buy at the grocery store are types of 
fungi, but the fungi that cause plant 
diseases are usually so small that you 
need to use a microscope to see them.  

  

 

Black knot is a disease that hurts 
cherry and plum trees.  The black knot 
fungus causes branch swellings (called 
knots).  I jokingly call black knot “poop-
on-a-stick”, because it looks like an 
animal has pooped on the branches. 

  

 

When black knot is a problem, you can 
prune the swollen branches out of the 
tree.  If trees have many knots, you 
may want to remove the trees and 
replace them with apple or pear trees, 
which do not get black knot.   

  

 

Large black knot swellings (called 
burls) can grow on cherry tree trunks.  
Woodworkers really like burls, because 
they can carve bowls from them.  The 
bowls are very valuable and can be 
sold for hundreds of dollars.  
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