
 

 
 

Bird’s Nest Fungi 
Brian Hudelson, UW-Madison Plant Pathology 

 

 

Fungi are the most common cause of 
plant diseases.  Of the roughly 150,000 
known fungi, about 20,000 cause plant 
diseases.  Scientists think there are 
likely even more (2-3 million) fungi out 
in the world that we have never seen. 

  

 

Bird’s nest fungi are examples of fungi 
that do not cause disease.  While most 
fungi are small and you need a 
microscope to see them, bird’s nest 
fungi are big enough that you can see 
them with the naked eye.   

  

 

Watch for bird’s nest fungi in flower 
beds where you have mulch.  They use 
mulch as their food.  These fungi look 
like tiny bird’s nests with eggs inside.  
The “eggs” are packets of spores (kind 
of like tiny, fungal seeds).   

  

 

Raindrops splash the “eggs” from the 
“nests”.  The “eggs” have sticky cords 
that glom onto plants and wrap around 
stems like a tetherball wraps around its 
pole.  The “eggs” release spores that 
eventually grow and make new “nests”.   
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