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Armillaria root disease is caused by a 
fungus that attacks and kills many 
different kinds of plants.  I most often 
see the disease kill trees and shrubs, 
but it can also kill flowers and even 
vegetables like potatoes.   

  

 

The Armillaria root disease fungus is 
really creepy.  Once it infects a tree, it 
makes root-like structures (called 
rhizomorphs) that spread through the 
soil.  If these find another tree’s roots, 
they can make that tree sick, too.   

  

 

The Armillaria root disease fungus also 
makes golden-brown mushrooms that 
are often found in clusters at the base 
of a sick tree.  WARNING:  Never eat 
wild mushrooms unless they are ruled 
“safe to eat” by a mushroom expert.   

  

 

In Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, one 
single Armillaria root disease fungus is 
thought to cover 173 acres, weigh 440 
tons, and be 2500 years old.  There is 
a festival every year in the area to 
celebrate this “humongous fungus”.   
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