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Apples are the most popular fruit in the
US. We eat lots of different apple
products (fresh fruit, dried and frozen
apples, apple sauce, apple juice).
Among fresh fruits, only bananas are
more popular than apples.

Apple scab is a disease that causes
apple trees to drop their leaves early in
the summer. It also causes black,
crusty spots on apple fruits. People
don'’t like how infected fruits look and
won'’t buy them.

Apple scab is caused by a fungus that
survives the winter in diseased leaves.
The fungus makes spores (kind of like
tiny, fungal seeds) that infect leaves as
they come out in the spring and fruits
as they form later in the year.

In the fall, rake and get rid of apple
leaves to help prevent scab. Plant
varieties (types) of apple trees that get
less scab. When needed, you can use
fungicides (chemicals) to prevent scab
on trees that get a lot of the disease.
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